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Power Center for Utility Explorations at USF has secured a prestigious Smart Grid project worth more 
than $15 Million. The effort competitively selected by the Florida Energy and Climate Commission from 
over 140 applicants, entitled, “Smart Grid with Renewable Strategic Load Pocket,” is a collaboration of 
funding from the Governors Energy Office, Progress Energy Florida, Publix, and HD supply. The Principal 
Investigator and Director of PCUE Alex Domijan states ‘this is a great win for our country and USF in 
particular, and showcases the strength of collaborations, the leadership of Progress Energy, and is one 
that we have been working on for many years to form flexible, reliable and intelligent electric energy 
delivery systems to benefit the public and nation.” John Masiello, the lead at Progress Energy, and 
Director of Demand Side Management and Alternative Energy Strategy, noted that, “this is a 
collaborative effort and is transformative.” The transformation to smart grids for our society in the 
power and energy sectors of our economy is similar to what the world-wide web did to bring about and 
revolutionize the information age as a whole. PCUE deputy director Arif Islam adds ‘this has catapulted 
our collaborative at USF in the league of other big players at the national level; addressing energy issues 
and the transformation of our grid network.’ The effort will allow USF and the collaborative to be major 
players globally in energy sustainability and the transformation of our power infrastructure; an 
infrastructure that is linked directly to infrastructures in water, transportation and communications, 
and will lead to more jobs, business development, and allow for increased renewable energy portfolios 
and energy efficiency.  
 
The project will implement a “Smart Grid” on a portion of Progress Energy Florida's distribution system 
in St. Petersburg, Florida. The system will integrate the use of renewable distributed generation along 
with advanced sensors, communication and control technologies, and other technologies, along with 
two-way communication between the utility and electric loads within customer premises, to increase 
energy efficiency, reliability and security. 
 
For further information please visit http://pcue.eng.usf.edu/ 
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 The University of South Florida is one of the nation's top 63 public research universities and one of only 25 public 
research universities nationwide with very high research activity that is designated as community engaged by the 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. USF was awarded $380.4 million in research contracts and 
grants in FY 2008/2009. The university offers 232 degree programs at the undergraduate, graduate, specialist and 
doctoral levels, including the doctor of medicine. The USF System has a $1.8 billion annual budget, an annual 
economic impact of $3.2 billion, and serves more than 47,000 students on institutions/campuses in Tampa, St. 
Petersburg, Sarasota-Manatee and Lakeland. USF is a member of the Big East Athletic Conference.  
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